C.A.S. Honors John Bonner at 27th
Annual Awards Dinner Dance

John Bonner (Left) Recieving Life Achievement Award from President Ed Somers

On Saturday Evening, February

extremely humorous and informative
tribute speech. John's distinguished
career spans almost forty years.
From an F-86 fighter pilot in the
Korean war through a degree in
applied physics, to that of one of the
most highly respected technical
engineers in the field of Motion
Pictures and Television. And
according to Don Rogers, we can't
forget his running and bicycling. Mr
Jack Forman also had some
wonderful things to say about John.
Warner Hollywood Studios,
Universal Studios, Buena Vista
Studios, Sony Picture Studios, Larson
Sound Center, Audio Services Corp.,
3M and the M.P.S E,, really came
through as table sponsors. We Thank
You All So Very Much! &

27th, the Cinema Audio Society held
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You can't
get Coffee in
Zimbabwe !

by Richard Lightstone, C.A.S.

In Flight on British Airways flight
283. I’'m in my 15th hour of flying.
First on the 24th of October, I made
my “escape” from Harare,
Zimbabwe, on a 10 hour flight to
London, then after a five and a half
hour layover I’m traveling home to
LA. on what will be an 11 hour flight
- at least I’'m racking up my frequent
flyer miles! When I get home I only
have three days to turn myself around
and go to Maui for another shoot -
more on that later.

Like all good intentions, I was
supposed to write this article over
two months ago - but the constraints
of location scheduling, postponed
that. The reason for the article was
the fact that I was going to Africa, to
do a feature with the Fostex PD2
Digital Recorder as my primary
machine - to give it the ultimate field
test in adverse conditions.

Now some background, the film is
called BOPHA!, with Morgan
Freeman, directing for the first time,
starring Danny Glover and Alfre
Woodard. The subject is an anti-
apartheid film, set to shoot in
Zimbabwe for three months. The
sound designer Bill Phillips, and the
producers are all eager for me to
record the productiontracks digitally!

With the help of everyone, and Imean
everyone at ASC they prep me
perfectly for the shoot - we decide on
three sources of power; first a 240
volt to 110 transformer to power the
cart, then two Powersonics 12 Volt
33 amp hour batteries for everything
but the IV-S., and finally the Anton
NP13+ batteries for the Fostex (for
over shoulder mode.) AsIsaid I will
master on DAT, but decide to backup
on the IV-S (old habits are hard to
give up) and also create a 1:1 digital
clone onmy Aiwa HX3000 as a safety,
in case the DAT Masters get lost
going to London for transfer.
Thankfully no tapes werelost and the
masters were all perfect so no
problemas. The 1/4 inch was held at
the production office merely as a
security blanket - and were never
touched for post. The digital clones I
rotated like floppy disk backups every
two weeks, they proved to bemy own
personal set of dailies, since it took
over 4 days to get film back, so I
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would audition each days work and
use it to critique myself.

Zimbabwe (formerly Rhodesia) is
located in south eastern Africa, south
of the equator, it borders Zambia,
Mozambique, and South Africa. Like
all of the countries in this part of the
continent, they are in the midst of a
severe drought. Our locations were
all in the outlying areas of Harare
where it was hot and very dusty.
When the winds came up our set was
often shrouded in clouds of fine red
dust. When we would shoot a truck
convoy run-by, I and the deck would
be covered in dust. This was my major
concern; however the Fostex
performed admirably. After close
inspection thetransport wasdust free,
and to make doubly sure I removed
the bottom cover to reveal the mother
board - and it too was dust free.
Fostex has incorporated excellent
gaskets, not only between any cover
plates and the chassis but on the front
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